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v swers to thee: questions, eviaver. they 
showed that they | had absorbed all of the 
TE i ae of feminism. fe have grown up 


EDITORIAL 


Feminist Ideals 
Lindy Pratch 


Feminism is the theme of this issue of _ al eee 
Womonspace News. In my January editorial, 1 : hes 


fie AGoncesten this ee ernintean”. ) 
stated that a feminist advocates women’s _ Edmonton’: s feminist radio show, Adamant 
claims to political, economic and social a 


| _ Eve(on CSR), had a delightful hour on the 
equality to men. There are women on the — 


ba ce AY. subject ¢ of sex. Female ejaculation, the “G” 
fringes of mainsicean) (age aa | ce ee and lesbian sn ie were eenene the 
on this definition. Eco-feminists identify with | 4, 

Mother Earth, and equate the abuse of our ed = 
planet with the treatment of womeninour | 4, 
society. There are vegetarian-feminists who | 7, 


relate the objectification of women to eating — i | Ses and eoeeeh your tongue o on my clit” 
meat. There are radical feminists who think =| — 


3 mie ‘in You Suck, while Cunts with Attitude 
no woman should wear make-up, even ao. a v tinder “how she’ d feel around ay. fist” 
please herself, because this might be 


misconstrued as being for the benefit of men. 

Then, there are separatists, looking for a 
place entirely removed from men.(Someof =| _ 
these lesbian-separatists believe feminismis | 
for straight women only, and so do not 
consider themselves feminist). Pe: 

The new generation of young women _ 
have interesting views as well. Recently, 
Esquire magazine surveyed one thousand = 
women between the ages of eighteen and =| 
twenty-five. They were asked”“Areyoua 
feminist?” and only 34.1% said yes. In their _ 
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All of Us in 
Wonderland: How 
Local Lesbians Hit the 
Big Time 
Karen G 


Chapter Five: Cruising the Park 

Another day dawns in ‘Frisco and this one 
is sunny! 

“Quick,” our friends chorus, “let’s head 
for the park and take advantage of the 
weather.” 

I stroll over to where they have pounced 
on the city map. “We'll probably get a real 
education there too,” I drawl knowingly. 

All eyes are upon me. 

“It’s very cruisey ....” 

“For women?” asks P., very puzzled. 

“No, no,” I assure her, “of course not. 
Women don’t do it in the bushes.” 

My lover raises one eyebrow and gives me 
a wink. 

] ignore it. 

“Well,” shrugs P., “it’s a big park. Surely 
the guys don’t lay claim to all of it.” 

I agree. 

“Do you know where the guys hang out?” 

“Oh, I know how we can avoid them,” I 
assure her. “I’ve been here before .. . 
remember?” 

They nod and say in unison, “Once.” 

*Golden Gate* “Well, we have to hand it 
to you,” my friends chirp, “you certainly have 
managed to direct us away from the men’s 
part of the park.” 

I nod absently at their beaming faces. | am 
busy trying to figure out which way is north 
on the map. 


“But,” they sigh, “we sure haven't been 
able to avoid all the other tourists.” 

I look up at the surrounding throng of 
nobby-kneed, flourescent-garbed, Nikkon- 
adorned wildlife. | wondered where their 
tour guide had hung himself. 

suddenly my lover gets something under 
her contact lens. 

“Hold still,” I say, cradling her head in 
my hands. “I'll try to see what it is.” | peer 
deeply into her eye. 

“George! Oh my . .. George, will ya look 
over there! Gays, George! Git the camera!” 

One of the Bus 649 Tour Group has 
spotted us. 

“Well, I’ll be a sonofa. .. here, Doris. I 
can’t git the cap off. Damn, I hope they hold 
still’. 

“George, can you git the bridge in behind 
them? Wouldn't that be nice?” 

We pucker up for George. 


(Originally published in Womonspace 
News, July 1983). 


WOMONSPACE 
DROP-IN 


Check out the drop-in 

at Womonspace on the 
first Thursday of every 
month. Warm, supportive 
atmosphere with 
doughnuts, coffee and tea. as. 
What could be more enjoyable? —~ 
May 5, 7:30-9 pm. 
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Mary Magdalene: 


Liberated Woman 
Mikki Wilson 


I’ve been asked to share some of the truth 
I have discovered in my exploration of the 
Bible. My life experience, as a woman, a 
lesbian, a parent, and an abused child /adult, 
as well as a profound belief in God, gave me 
a thirst for truth, justice and mercy. My 
experience also gave me a strong need for 
personal liberation from the bondage of 
oppression and deception. Consequently, I 
came from a very strong feminist/ liberation 
theological perspective. So I share the truth 
as I have come to see and experience it. 

One of the most famous or infamous 
women of the New Testament was Mary 
Magdalene. There are seven Marys in the 
Gospels and Mary Magdalene has often been 
confused with the others such as the 
adulterer of Luke, Chapter 7. But Mary 
Magdalene is specifically introduced by 
name in the next chapter and there is no 
reason to believe that they are the same 
woman. The Bible says of Mary Magdalene 
only that she had been plagued with demons 
before she met Jesus (Luke 8:2). 

In Ist century Palestine, people believed 
in spiritual being: the good were angels, the 
bad—demons. In fact, many mental and 
physical disorders were attributed to the 
presence of demonic spirits. (Not unlike how 
some churches view many disorders and 
differences today!) 

In Mary, it is told, there were exactly 
seven demons. We do not know the specific 
nature of Mary Magdalene’s illness but we 
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do know that once healed, Mary proved to 
be an able, articulate, loyal and persuasive 
leader among the women. We also know that 
Mary was close to Jesus’ heart, so close that it 
was she to whom Jesus first appeared after 
his resurrection. Therefore, given her 
charismatic nature once healed, it is not 
unreasonable to suspect that the root of her 
illness was oppression. The grinding 
oppression attributable to the fact that she 
was a woman in Ist century Palestine. 

Imagine: here was an otherwise gifted, 
intelligent, well spoken, charismatic woman 
living in a society which had no place for 
such women. Mary’s emotional and physical 
problems, her “demons,” were very 
probably the result of living in a society that 
was not only not affirming, but was | 
repressive and destructive. Wecanscarcely 
imagine such an existence as hers. It is : 
hardly any wonder that Mary was described _ 
by Luke the physician as one possessed by | 
“evil spirits and infirmities.” | 

Indeed, the “demons” that claimed Mary 
Magdalene are the same demons that rape so 
many women of their spirits today. 
Depression, Fear, Low Self-Esteem, Doubts, 
Procrastination, Bitterness, and Self-Pity. 
Seven demons-—count them. 

These demons can be found in any 
woman who is prevented from reaching 
toward and developing into the woman God 
fully intended her to be. Unchecked, these 
demons lead to self-destruction and tragedy. 
The truth is that most of us are often only 
one demon away from depression, two 
demons away from insanity, and three 
demons away from suicide. 

So what were the words Jesus said to 
Mary Magdalene that gave her back her 


mind, her sense of self, and gave her insight 
to her own possibilities? We are never told. 
Did she hear the message, “Come unto me all 
who are weary and I will give you rest .. .” 
(Matthew 11:28)? Did she hear Jesus’ words 
to a sister, “Woman, your faith has made you 
whole” and suddenly catch a vision of her 
own healing? Again, we do not know. But we 
do know that throughout the Gospel, Jesus 
was the essence of liberation and freedom 
from oppression. Jesus was about life, whole- 
ness and fullness. And Jesus offered that 
freedom to Mary Magdalene and to all women: 
freedom to be counted, to be the best we can 
be. Jesus offers women the ultimate freedom 
that equality provides for in Christ. There is 
no second class. We are truly free in the truth 
that God’s gift to us is the opportunity to 
fully be what God intended us to be: woman, 
mother, lesbian, wife, lover, teacher... . 

There is much we do not know about 
Mary Magdalene and her encounter with 
Jesus. But, whatever it was that Mary heard, 
one thing is for sure: Mary Magdalene was 
never the same again. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate (gay female) wanted to share 
house in NW Edmonton; $200/ month plus 
1/3 utilities. Val or Sharon at 454-8614. 


Shared accommodation (m or f) in mobile 
home in Westview Village. $300 plus !/2 
utilities. Linda at 447-4776 or 460-2710. 


ESQUIRE POLLS 
YOUNG WOMEN 


The February 1994 issue of Esquire 
presented the results of a poll taken of 1000 
women between the ages of 18 and 25. Here 
are a few of the results: 

Lesbianism is: 


an acceptable choice 59.3% 
too weird 20.1 
cool 15.5 


athreat to family values 14.8 
Who would you rather sleep with?: 


Madonna 34.0 
Jodie Foster 17.7 
Jessica Lange 8.1 
k.d. lang 4.5 
Martina Navratilova 27, 
No answer 33.0 


If you are a heterosexual, have you ever 
had a lesbian experience?: 


Yes 10.6 
No 84.3 
I’m not a heterosexual 3.8 


DART TOURNEY 


Win prizes! Have lots of fun! A 
Womonspace Dart Tournament will be 
held at Shakespeare's (2nd floor, 
10306-112 Street) on May 29 at 1 pm. 
This event will be free for 
Womonspace members and $5 for 
non-members. If you own your own 
darts, bring them along. Don’t want to 
play? That’s OK! Come on down and 
hang out with us anyway! 
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Gemini (May 22-June 21) 

The Goddess is smiling on you this month. Use 
this opportunity joyously, as you will be well 
received. Your ability to communicate will work 
in your favour. Friends and family will enjoy and 
benefit from your witty banter and dry sense of 
humour. Spread your love for words for us all to 
enjoy. 


Cancer (June 22-July 23) 
Continue to be aware of any excuse to blow 
off some steam; it will get easier towards 
the end of the month. Now is a really 
good time to take a look at the 
reasons for your anger and deal with 
it realistically. It may be either some 
issues that you’ve not dealt with, or 
it may just be your liver that is toxic. 
Either way, it’s something you can 
take care of yourself. 


Leo (July 24—Aug. 23) 

Well, I’m sure you must be happy 
now that the Sun has started to return 
in your life. I bet it was a Leo that 
invented daylight savings time. Just so she could 
spend more time with her beloved. This month 
promises to let you continue with your 
daydreams a little while longer. Do try and get 
some work done though! 


Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 

Beware of what you say, as you may end up 
hurting a loved one with words you will regret 
later. Remember that the truth that you may insist 
upon everyone knowing may only be a ‘truth’ of 
the ego, which inevitably is not a ‘truth’ at all, but 
an illusion. 


Libra (Sept. 24—Oct. 23) 
With luck, this month should go a little better for 
you emotionally. You'll be much better received, 
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HOROSCOPE 


Renée Fulsom 


anyway. You may have a desire to come on a 
little stronger than you did last month but that 
shouldn’t pose a problem. It may even be a little 
refreshing. 


Scorpio (Oct. 24—Nov. 22) 
There will be a sense of pulling in your emotions, 
of wants and desires. A feeling of not being sure 
of what it is you should be doing or choosing. The 
best thing to remember is that it’s going to be 
easy to choose the wrong thing. Wait until 
the pulling stops—by then the choice will 
be clearer. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 23—Dec. 22) 
Conversation with loved ones may 
prove to be a little bit more than what 
you originally planned. It may be 
difficult for you, but do try to hear 
what they have to say without becom- 
ing too ngid. If you are receptive, this 
doesn’t have to happen. 


Capricorn (Dec. 23-Jan. 20) 

Try not to hang on to any feelings of 
resentment this month. Deal with them as you’re 
being arrogant and bitter. Get over it-even a Cap 
can be human. 


Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 18) 

You should start feeling a little more like the 
social butterfly you usually are. Life will start 
feeling a little lighter than it has of late, giving 
you more energy to pursue the things you enjoy 
doing. 


Pisces (Feb. 19—Mar. 20) 

Don’t be disheartened by any sense of discontent 
because it will be short-lived, as will the feeling 
that you're not getting across to people what it is 
you want them to hear. Just keep on doing what 
you started out to do and leave it at that. 


Aries (Mar. 21—Apr. 20) 

Old issues of anger that your body is still holding 
on to are going to come up to be healed. Spring 
cleaning should start from within. The best thing 
for you to do is to take advantage of spring as 
much as you can. Stretch those legs, get lots of 
exercise and lots of fresh air. 


Taurus (Apr. 21—May 21) 

Remain open and alert to new opportunities that 
may come your way. People will become more 
aware of what you may be able to offer them. They 
(and you) will become more confident in your 
ability to provide the stable foundation that 
Taurus specializes in. 


An Afternoon at the Gardens 


Join us for a guided tour of the beautiful 
U of A Botanical Gardens on Saturday, June 
4, weather permitting. We will meet at the 
entrance gate at 1 pm. The tour takes about 2 
hours. Bring along a picnic lunch if you wish 
(refreshments are also available for 
purchase). Entrance fees are $4 for adults, $2 
for children (ages 4-12) and $3 for seniors. A 
visit to the butterfly house costs an addition- 
al dollar. The garden covers 190 acres, 16 of 
which are cultivated. You may wish to 
explore the trails through the natural areas 
afterwards. 

The garden is located 5 km north of 
Devon on HWY 60 (from Edmonton go west 
on either HWY 16 or Whitemud Freeway- 
which becomes 79 Ave-then south on HWY 
60. You may also take either 50 Street or 
HWY 2 south then HWY 19 west to Devon). 
If you would like to car pool, please phone 
and leave a message on the lesbian Life Line, 
425-0511. Everyone is welcome. 


New Tunes, Old Babes: 


Driver by Ferron 
Mary T. Hughes 


If you’re new to women’s music, this 
would be a fine place to start. If you’re a die- 
hard Ferron fan, I highly recommend this 
album. 

This is a beautifully crafted album with a 
strong support cast including Adrienne 
Torf’s piano solo on Sunshine’s Lament (see 
next issue for review of Adrienne’s music). 
The music is full and clear, the instruments 
distinctive without overshadowing the [ 
vocals. 

Ferron’s first albums dealt with love 
found, love lost and life. Her whimsical, 
mysterious and sometimes heart- 
wrenching views on love and life, 
written in a very disticntive, poetic 
style are continued on Driver: 

It’s so easy to laugh with 

strangers who say they’ve 

gone sick on love enough. 

It’s harder to tell each other 

our deepest, secret stuff. 

There'll always be 

georgeous babes around . .’ 

it’s the nature of towns at 
midnight . . . liquid, our promises 

to reach for pleasure and never to 

fall down. 

If you love deep women’s voices (or 
women with deep voices), poetic lyrics, if 
you ve ever invested in love and lost, dealt 
with becoming clean and sober or taken a 
hard look at life, I’m sure you'll enjoy this 
album. I sure do. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Weekly Events 


v Recreational Badminton for lesbians and 
gays every Friday, 7:30-9:30 pm at Oliver 
School, 10210-117 Street. Cost is $1.00. 


v_ Lesbigay Front Runners. Running club 
for lesbians and gays. Thursdays at 5:30 pm 
and Sundays at 10:30 am in front of Kinsmen 
Sports Centre. 


vy Adamant Eve. Feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the Univer- 
sity of Alberta. Thursdays from 5-6 pm. 


v Gaywire. A lesbian and gay radio show 
from CJSR, FM 885. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 


v Pink Triangle Youth Group meets 
every Saturday, 7:30-10 pm at GLCCE. For 
lesbians and gays 16 to 21 years old. 


v Vocal Minority Choir meets to rehearse 
Sundays from 2-4:30 pm at the University of 
Alberta, room123, Fine Arts Building. 


v Metropolitan Community Church. 
Weekly worship, Sundays at 7:15 pm. 
Address is 10086 MacDonald Drive. 


vy GLCCE Lesbian Coming Out Group 
meets Mondays at 7:30 pm. 


Groups 


v GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre), 104, 11745 Jasper Avenue is open 
Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm, Wednesday 
from 1-4 pm and Saturday 12-4 pm for a 
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market. Meeting space is also available. Call 
Pat at 488-3234 or 488-8378. 


v The Gay and Lesbian Infoline: 988-4018. 


v Lesbian Life Line: 425-0511. 


May Events 


Sunday, May 1 
vy Womonspace Newsletter Meeting at 
Boystown, 10116—124 Street, at noon. 


Monday, May 2 
v GALOC Coming Out ri Group, 
6:30 pm. For more information call 988-4166. 


vy TUG The Umbrella Group meets the 
first Monday of every month at the 
Sunflower Cafe, 10020-103 Street, 6:30 pm. 


Gee May 5 
v Womonspace Drop-In. Good conversation. 
Women’s Building, basement, 9930-106 
Street, 7:30-9 pm. 


v Darts Meeting, 7 pm at GLCCE. Call 
Snake at 428-8847 or Ray at 421-4427 for 
more information. 


Saturday, May 7 

vy ASWAC Annual General Meeting, 12 
noon, room 2-115 Education North, 
University of Alberta. 


Sunday, May 8 
vy Womonspace General Meeting. Women’s 
Building, 7:30 pm. 


SS TT Pe 


Tuesday, May 10 
v Pool Tournament See page 15 for details. 


vy Salmonberries Princess Theatre, 9:30 
pm. __ k.d. lang is a half Inuit woman 
living in a remote Alaskan town. 
Soundtrack by k.d. lang. 


Sunday, May 15 

v Out: Stories of Gay and Lesbian Youth 
(NFB) Princess Theatre, 9:30 pm. A 
one hour and 15 minute film followed by 
a panel discussion. Fundraiser for Pink 
Triangle Youth Group. 


Saturday, May 21 

vy Womonspace Dance! Bonnie Doon Hall, 
9240-93 Street, 8 pm—1 am. Boystown is 
open until 2 am afterwards. 


Sunday, May 29 
vy Dart Tournament 
details. 


See page 5 for 


June Events 


Saturday, June 4 
v Devonian Botanical Gardens Tour See 
page 7 for details. 


Sunday, June 5 

vy Womonspace Newsletter Meeting at 
Boystown at noon. Deadline for July issue; 
topic is “Lesbian Parents.” 


Saturday, June 11 
v Friendship Golf Tournament See 
page 15 for details. 


If you know of any events that would be of 
interest to lesbians, please give Shirl a call at 
987-2497. 


WHO SAID WHAT 


Sheelagh 


“When I went off the dam, I finally came to 
grips. What the hell am I hiding anymore? | 
don’t care. It took me a while to get that 
point. I was more emotionally paralysed 
then, than | am physically paralysed now.” 
Ed Gallagher, former New York Jets lineman, on 
his 1985 suicide attempt off Kensico Dam; he 
hated living a lie and hated trying to be straight. 
The fall fractured his neck and left him a 
quadriplegic... but healed his soul. 


“We believe the Income Tax Act is discrimin- 
ating on the basis of sexual orientation. The 
Act is forcing us to discriminate against 
lesbian and gay employees. These workers 
are required to make the same contributions 
to the plan, and yet they’re being denied 
their pension rights because of an archaic 
outdated system which doesn’t accommo- 
date the diverse needs of Canadians.” 
Geraldine McGuire, secretary-treasurer, 
Canadian Union of Public Employees, on the 
inherent inequities in Canada’s Income Tax Act. 


Best Bartender! 


The Womonspace News newsletter 
committee held their monthly meeting at The 
Option Room on a Tuesday night in April. 
Thank you to our good-natured bartender, 
Shauna, who made us feel very welcome! 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 9 


BETWEEN THE 
COVERS 


At the Edmonton Public Library 
Lindy Pratch 


Alma Rose by Edith Forbes, Seal Press, 1993. 
This is the story of Pat Lloyd, who has 
lived in the tiny western town of Kilgore for 

all of her thirty-four years. Pat is quiet, 
dutiful, and above all, predictable. Then, 
Alma Rose comes through town. One visit 
from this trucker wearing fancy black 
cowboy boots, and Pat's life changes 
forever. The change is slow, but once bitten 
by love, Pat does something no one could 
ever have predicted. 

This is one of the best love stories I’ve 
ever read. It’s warm, funny, and wonderful. 
Go to the library and put your name on the 
waiting list-every dyke in town should be 
lined up for it! 


The Sea of Light by Jenifer Levin, Dutton, 1993. 

This is a powerful book about survival. 
A college swimming coach, Brenna Allen, is 
dealing with her lover’s cancer death. Two 
young women on her swim team are 
learning about love, and are also dealing 
with difficult pasts. Babe was on the USA 
national swim team, but lost all of her team 
mates when their plane crashed into the 
ocean. Ellie’s parents are holocaust 
survivors from Nazi Germany. The three 
help each other to heal as they discover 
their inner strengths. Jenifer Levin charts 
the waters of women’s hearts with true 
understanding. 
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Gaudi Afternoon by Barbara Wilson, Seal 
Press, 1990. 

From the first page, this is a hard book to 
put down. Cassandra Reilly has a lusty 
passion for women, travel, and life in 
general. She likes to compare herself to a 
middle-aged Katherine Hepburn. 
Cassandra’s a translator who gets involved 
in far more than she had intended when she 
agreed to accompany Frankie to Spain as an 
interpreter. Frankie has not been entirely 
forthcoming about the missing person she’s 
trying to locate. Cassandra, meanwhile, links 
up with old lovers—and finds herself juggling 
two of them, with her eye ona third. Ina 
wild adventure through the streets of 
Barcelona, Gaudi Afternoon keeps us breath- 
less and mystified. 


ASWAC AGM 


Discover Our Voice; Imagine 
the Power 


The Alberta Status of Women Action Com- 
mittee will hold it’s AGM on May 7 at 2-115 
Education North, U of A. The meeting will 
commence with a keynote speaker at noon 
followed by the general meeting, a panel 
entitled The Effects of Cuts on Women and a 
social in the evening. All women are welcome. 
For more information call ASWAC at 421-0306. 


ROOST 


RO iet Urs Rear iy) 


THE PRIVATE MEMBERS CLUB 
10345 - 104 STREET 
426-3150 


Sticky Labels 


Rosa 


Labels are great! For example, they 
conveniently identify what is inside a can so 
that you do not need to bring a can opener 
with you every time you go grocery 
shopping at Superstore. Nor do you need to 
rip open every cereal box to find the Rice 
Crispies that are touted as being able to take 
over where your morning alarm leaves off. 
For the most part, I am ecstatic about the 
entire labelling process! I have yet to buy a 
can of soup and discover that it is Beef and 
Barley instead of Vegetable, and I have yet to 
open a box of Rice Crispies and discover that 
it contains something so nutritious that I will 
live as long as Moses. 

At home I use transparent containers. 
Before transparent plastics though, I would 
make little sticky labels for any container that 
was not see through. Now I can tell what is 
inside each of the transparent containers with 
one quick glance. Of course, what is inside 
each container changes over time, but now 
there is no need to scratch and to scrape the 
old label off. 

The soup-can type of labelling pre- 
supposes that what is inside will always be 
the same. We use this same type of labelling 
with people, assuming that they will always 
be the same, that what they think and feel 
will always be the same, and that their sexual 
orientation will always be the same as well. 

I wore a “straight” label for a long time 
because that is what I was at the time. That 
label no longer fit after | became involved 
with a womon. I had to scratch and to scrape 
the old label off so that I could relabel myself 


because the inner me had changed. Now, | 
am reluctant to stick another label on because 
labels are very stubborn and you have to 


Ack oe 


scratch and you have 
to scrape to get them 
off. 

Iff{havetolabel  -. ~ 
myself, | could use a ty fe 3 
bisexual label to ait (i eT “Ge te a 
describewholam. . , pment ; 
But that label doesn’t ~ } 
exactly fit. Up until a 
few years ago, I had 
had relationships with men but now, I 
would rather be with a womon. I suppose | 
could say that I am a Lesbian-Preferred 
Bisexual. Unfortunately I would have to 
wear a label that size vertically instead of 
horizontally. I keep changing and I keep 
growing as a person and I am not sure what 
kind of label to put on someone who is in a 
constant state of flux. Who knows-maybe 
I’ve been a Lesbian-in-Denial (L.I.D.) for all 
these years! 

I guess people find security in labelling. 
No one likes to open up a can of Vegetable 
Soup to find Beef and Barley instead. It is 
hard enough planning a well balanced meal 
without having your soups 
metamorphosing in front of your eyes. 
People, however, are not soups! We change 
and we grow and sometimes we even 
outgrow our sexual orientation. Even 
though I may not be sure about what label I 
should wear, I do know that I would like to 
come back as a trans-parent container in my 
next life. Perhaps then, the world could see 
who I really am. 


Okay, Ape ye 
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Famous TV Lesbians We Have 
Known and Loved 
(Strong, feisty, aggressive, independent 


female characters that coulda, shoulda, 
woulda been gay .. . if only in our dreams). 


Amy Lee Carduftan 


Long before Madonna’s rubber-faced pal, 


Sandra Bernhard, hit the airwaves with her 
peculiar brand of lezzie/androgynous 
comedy, there were plenty of dykes on tele- 
vision; the average brain-dead viewer and 
sexist, sleazy network executive just wasn’t 
aware of it. But lesbian characters were 
there, front and centre, and quite visible to 
those of us who’ve mastered the broadcast 
equivalent of reading between the lines. 

We loud ‘n proud dykes have not been 
without our very own TV role models, that’s 
for sure-although June Cleaver and what’s- 
her-name from Father Knows Best can’t be 
counted among them. 

For starters, there was Agent 99 from Get 
Smart, played by Barbara Feldon. Did any- 
one NOT want to grow up to be a spy after 


watching her? If only she’d Get Smart herself, 


and ditch that jerk, Max .... And, of course, 
no list would be complete without Buddy, 
the consummate tomboy from 
the show Family, expertly : 
played by Kristy McNichol, who Q 
grew up tobe the consummate f 
dyke-in-denial actress. f 
Then there was Sabrina, 

every dyke’s favourite Angel. (OK, I'll 
grudgingly admit that Farrah had her share 
of fans too, but Kate Jackson was far less 
worried about her hair, and therefore much 
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more genuine; she always gets the most votes 
in these debates.) 

Go back even further, to April Dancer, the 
Girl from U.N.C.L.E. (another female spy— 
sigh!) How many recall The Courtship of 
Eddie’s Father, on which a very young Jodie 
Foster (hubba, hubba) played the role of Joey, 
a feisty nine-year-old neighbour of little 
Eddie’s that you just knew, like Buddy, was 
going to grow up to be a dyke. 

The winner in the older woman category 
goes to (no contest) Cagney and Lacey’s Chris 
Cagney, played by Sharon Gless, who 
ironically ended up being stalked (in real life) 
by a Rambo-type psycho-dyke whose antics 
fed the tabloids for weeks and helped 


perpetuate that good ol’ stereotyped image of 


gay women as freaks. (Aren’t all lesbians 
crazed, pistol-packing lunatics with zero self- 
esteem and camouflage pants? Yeah, right). 
Looking back, wouldn’t it have been great 
if Agent 99 had gotten together with April 
Dancer; and for Buddy (did she have a last 
name? something white-bread and boring, no 
doubt) to have grown up and cruised the 
women’s bars with Rhoda Morgenstern’s 
sister, Brenda (portrayed by Julie Kavner, 
known to millions now as the voice of Marj 
Simpson), who was forever feeling miserable, 
wretched and fat because she couldn’t find 


ap the right man. Little did she know the meas 


Others whose orientation was obvious, 
yet closeted to the max, include “Jo” from 
Facts of Life (this self-reliant butch not only 
rode but repaired motorcycles, talked tough, 


and practically slept in a leather jacket); Ellie 


May Clampett (ya gotta admit, she wore 


nothing but jeans and plaid shirts and liked 
animals better than men); the Bionic Woman 


(Lindsay Wagner was to die for; sorry Steve 
Austin, but you’re out of your league here); 
and Mary Ellen Walton, whose favourite 
fashion accessory was a baseball glove until 
she bowed to societal pressure and married 
some doctor. She later came back into her 
own-without hubby-as a strong, independent 
nurse / care-giver to half of Walton’s Mountain. 

Biggest prime-time disappointment: The 
Nancy Drew TV mystery series of the late 
1970s, which made the mistake of casting 
Pamela Sue Martin (who was far better 
suited to her later role of Blake Carrington’s 
slut daughter, Fallon, on Dynasty) as the 
famous Titan-haired, teenaged sleuth with 
blatant Sapphic tendencies. Those of us who 
grew up with Nancy as our bedtime reading 
material would have much preferred to see 
an 18-year-old Mary Stuart Masterson type 
(she was the tree-climbing, bee-charming 
Idgie Threadgood in Fried Green Tomatoes) in 
the title role, with a young Susan Saint James 
(who stole more than a few dyke hearts as 
the cute and perky Kate McCardle on Kate 
and Allie) playing the part of her butch 
sidekick, George. 

Much ado about nothing: C.J. Lamb’s 
brief pursuit of Abbey on L.A. Law. As soon 
as they grabbed our interest with a lusty 
lesbi-kiss, the producers panicked and 
turned the sultry C.J. into a “bisexual” 
swinger who left the obviously interested 
and somewhat tongue-tied Abbey in the 
dust. What a crock. (What we really 
would've liked to see was C.]J.’s seduction of 
Grace Van Owen... sizzle, sizzle!) 

Most visible DIT (dyke-in-training) 
currently blessing the tube: Darlene Connor, 
the sassy, sarcastic middle child on the 


Sara Gilbert. You just know she’s more 
interested in shooting pool with her closeted 
Aunt Jackie than in that wimpy boyfriend 
she claims to be bedding. Speaking of 
which, isn’t it about time for that cop- 
turned-trucker-turned-restaurant slave sister 
of Roseanne’s to stop pretending, put an end 
to the denial, and hit the sheets witha 
woman, instead of sleeping with every male 
loser in Lanford? I mean, really, rather than 
watch that squeaky-voiced Personal Best 
sissy, Mariel Hemingway, kiss the I’ll-do- 
anything-for-shock-value Roseanne Arnold, 
wouldn't we all prefer to see Jackie and 
Darlene steal Dan’s prized motorcycle and 
ride off into the sunset in search of k.d. lang 
and Uma Thurman? 

...- Now there’s a storyline! 


FEMINIST RADIO 


Adamant Eve is the only feminist radio 
program in Edmonton. All contributors are 
volunteers who donate their time and 
energy to create informative, challenging 
and thought-provoking radio programs. In 
the past, we have focussed on such topics 
and issues as violence against women, 
women’s spirituality, reproduction, women 
and AIDS, as well as various features based 
on local community events. Our general 
mandate is to increase the quality of the 
images and information about women on 
the air. 

Adamant is broadcast by CJSR 88.5 FM, 
the University of Alberta radio station. We 
announce current events, meetings or 


Roseanne show, played almost too well by information. We'd love to hear from you. 
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Feminism: Our Right to 


Our Souls 
[Ke 


Feminism is about being ourselves. It is 
about taking and maintaining power and 
control of our own individual lives. It is 
about breaking away from patriarchy’s 
chains that take power from and control 
women. It is about learning to love and 
honour our own self for who we really are 
and finding the desire and strength from 
within to be that person. It is about self 
empowerment. It is about finding our own 
independence, self-worth, competency, and 
freedom. To gain the inner strength to know 
that the only person that we really need to 
depend upon is our own selves. It is about 
taking responsibility for ourselves and our 
lives. 

It is also about healing. Healing ourselves 
of our wounds that have kept us from really 


living and from being. It means gaining inner 
strength and trusting in our own inner 
wisdom. It means being honest with 
ourselves and our feelings. It means finding 
the courage to make changes both internally 
(inside of ourselves) and externally (in our 
world) to make positive changes in our lives. 
It means reclaiming our right to our own 
spirituality and sexuality. To recognize that 
we really do have choices and the freedom to 
make them, and that these choices are our 
birthright! It is also about sharing, bonding, 
and supporting other women in their efforts 
to heal. It is about loving women, the 
feminine, and the earth. It is about recog- 
nizing the damage that patriarchy has caused 
women in the past and the ways in which it 
still has its hold on us today. Healing 
ourselves is the first and most important step 
towards making positive changes in the 
world away from patriarchy and in reclaim- 
ing what has been taken from us—our very 
own power and right to be! Our souls! 


SURVEY RESULTS .......................0.. 


Womonspace surveyed the 


30- Relationships 


Informative articles about 


women who attended the 28- Book Reviews living gay positive; Personal 
volunteer social last November. _28- Classifieds stories of interesting lesbians; 
Of the 72 responses, 39 were 19- Fiction Sports events; Good articles on 
from members and 42 were 18-Sex 18 Poetry lesbian issues; S & M; Comix; 
from non-members. One of the —13- Smut (plus 2 who wanted Vacations, trips that other 
questions was, “What would NO smut) women would enjoy; More of 
you like to read more about in everything; Too short. 

the newsletter?” The answers Also: The newsletter committee is 
follow: Political viewpoint from trying to respond to these 

45- Community Events within the gay community; — suggestions. Hope you like what 
40- National Gay Events/Issues | Coming out stories; we're doing! 
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to the dances, you can still have input: send 

_ your suggestions of titles, authors, and 
desired types of reading material to our 
Womonspace office. Donations for the 
library are eagerly sought! Bring your books 
to the dances, or drop them off at — 

~Womonspace during a drop-in or at a 
general meeting. 

More details about the library will be 
coming in the next issue of Womonspace 
News, or you can leave a message requesting 
more information on the Lesbian Life Line, 
425-0511. — 


a peels start at a ae 
oin oe ro are e given a set of 


Friendship Golf Tournament 


On June 11, a mixed (straight and 
lesbian/ gay, men and women) golf 
tournament will be held at the Vermilion 
Golf Course. The $28 fee includes a steak 
_ supper and green fees for 18 holes. For more 
information call Barb at 434-0450. 


unday May 15 we'll gather at 10 am 
west corner of Capilano Mall _ 
ema used to be). At the end of 
e’ll meet at Labyrinth Lake 
Barbie-Q and the crowning of the 


WOMONSPACE TAKES 
OVER OPTION ROOM! 


There will be a pool tournament at the 
Option Room spread out over three 
_ Tuesdays in May. The opening night i is May 
| 10. Registration is free for Womonspace 
_members and $2 for non-members. Big prize 
‘money on the final night: $100 for first place, 
$75 for second and $50 for third! Card sharks 
| are welcome to come and play a few hands 
| while the tournament proceeds. The Option 
Room is located at 10148-105 Street-no door 
- oe _ charge. See you there! poe adi: 
oe oS Lee he pene 


OK Ke Ke KH 
WOMONSPACE 


SATURDAY MAY 21 
8:00 PM-1 AM 
BONNIE DOON HALL 
9240-93 STREET 


WOMONSPACE 1994 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Basement, 9930-106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
Confidentiality Assured 
NAME DATE 
ADDRESS CITY / PROV 


POSTAL CODE PHONE 


Membership Fee: $15.00 | Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace 
(low income available) 


New Member []_ Renewal [J I would like to be a volunteer [] Yes [] No 
Please mail my newsletter to my home [J 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events (J Total enclosed $ 


